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Summary 

Impact 

Brookings Historic Preservation Commission 

In May 2014, the Brookings Historic 

Preservation Commission brought in nationally-

recognized historic restoration expert Bob Yapp 

to lead three day-long hands-on workshops on 

wood repair, painting, and window restoration.  

The HPC also partnered with the Brookings 

Sustainability Council, SDSU Environmental 

Stewardship and Sustainability Committee, and 

the SDSU Ecology Club to provide three shorter 

Bob Yapp seminars at the city’s annual 

GreenFest event. Grant funds to the Brookings 

Certified Local Government through the 

Historic Preservation Fund (NPS) went towards 

presenter fees, travel, marketing, equipment and 

materials, and conference center rental.  

The main goal of the project was to increase 

public awareness and teach technical skills in 

historic preservation.  The 32 workshop 

attendees and about 50 seminar attendees 

included historic homeowners, home 

contractors, professionals in related fields, and 

commission members from other Certified 

Local Governments. 
 

“We all now know how to handle rot repair, 

painting, and window restoration, but we also 

have a sense of how Bob has developed and 

focused his life's work, and understand what a 

noble calling preservation work is.”  

- John Erickson, Clay County HPC 
 

“Bob Yapp presented down-to-earth advice and 

personally researched product information, and 

demonstrated professional techniques that 

homeowners can really use…. He sent us home 

feeling confident and energized!”  

- Rolene Schliesman, SDSHS Board Member 

SD SHPO, January 2014 
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